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are all described so vividly in this volume. There is many a good 
fishing story in these pages, for the bishop was an ardent disciple of 
the "gentle Izaak." He says a friend once expressed surprise that a 
bishop could be so keen a sportsman. "I reminded him that it was 
apostolic, and that the man of the college of the apostles who betrayed 
his master did not come from the Sea of Galilee, but from Kerioth, a 
trading town in the south of Judea." There is a curious account of the 
offer made him by the Church of England to become the bishop of 
the Sandwich Islands. If he had accepted, the Episcopal church there 
would not be in its present muddle, but how much the whole American 
church would have lost ! One cannot take up this book without 
pleasure and profit. Strongly urged to write it, the bishop did well in 
yielding to the pressure and giving us so delightful a volume. 

Clinton Locke. 
Chicago. 



Der Beweis fOr die Wahrheit des Christenthums. Ein Bei- 
trag zur Apologetik. Von E. Gustav Steude, Lie. theol. 
Giitersloh : Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp- J 48- 

This treatise constitutes the fifth number of the third volume (1899) 
of Beitrage zur Forderung christlicher Theologie. Its aim is not so much 
to establish by argument the truth of Christianity as to put in clear 
light the method of proof which is valid and which at the present time 
is most likely to be accepted as valid. 

The author begins with a definition of truth : "the agreement of 
conceptions with their objects," i. e., with objective reality, and not 
simply with each other, or with the laws of thought, or with the deepest 
needs of human nature. The proof that such reality, such a higher 
world, exists, he regards as a necessity at once for Christian faith and 
for theology. This proof must be inductive; for here the object of 
proof is that which in its nature is absolutely original and underived, and 
so cannot be deduced from anything prior. This inductive evidence 
must attain its object with convincing power, must do no violence to 
the nature of Christianity, and must be universally valid, /'. e., must 
establish the certainty of faith by establishing its truth. 

The point of departure for inductive proof must be miraculous 
facts known experimentally. Only events not referable to merely 
natural powers can reveal and so make credible a supernatural world. 
There are three classes of miracles — miracles in the spheres of nature, 
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of the human spirit, and of human history respectively. The author 
takes up the most significant of the lines of argument which have been 
wrought out under each of these divisions, stating with brevity, yet 
clearly, each, and following this with a statement and critical estimate 
of the objections urged against each of the lines. In this way he calls 
attention to the positions which intrinsically, or relatively to the present 
time and to different minds, are, on the one hand, the stronger and, 
on the other, the weaker. If to some he may seem at times to sur- 
render what he ought to maintain, the total impression must be that 
he has been eminently fair and judicious, and has conducted the reader 
to safe and solid ground. The discussion, though brief, is thorough 

and instructive. 

Geo. D. B. Pepper. 

Waterville, Me. 



Zehn Fragen Ober dieWahrheit des christlichen Glaubens. 
Von Professor Dr. Bertling, Pastor zu Badersleben. 
Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1899. Pp. 
156. M. 2 ; bound, M. 3. 

Dr. Bertling meets often with men, intelligent (many of them, 
indeed, university students), conscientious, even religious, who are yet 
hostile to Christianity. This anti-Christian attitude he finds somewhat 
dependent on " ignorance and misconception." To remove these is 
the aim of the " theoretische Erorterungen " which make up this 
book. These "discussions" touch concisely, of course, but carefully, 
and, we trust many will be able to add, conclusively upon such summa 
fastigia of our creed as these : spirit, God, the supernatural, revela- 
tion, Jesus Christ, the Trinity, and future life. 

The pamphlet exhibits everywhere a theological temper which may 
be described, to borrow an epithet from British politics, as " liberal- 
conservative." The author holds the distinctive doctrines of Christi- 
anity, and yet he regards the " Jonas- Wunder " as an exemplum fictum, 
the narratives of the "staying of the sun" and the "storming of 
Jericho " as extracts from contemporary poetry, and the account of 
Christ's "walking on the sea" as handled best in the non-committal 
manner of the fourth evangelist. To him the experiences represented 
by "inspiration," "revelation," "illumination" are not shut off in 
unrelated seclusion, but connected with the movements of our common 
spiritual life. To him, too. the prophet is not a being interjected into 
an unrelated environment, but one who, by the " geiibte Ohr" possible 



